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Having requested the Nizamu'I-Mulk to invite the Emperor to lunch
on the following day. Nadir gave the Indian statesman leave to
return*
Notwithstanding the death-bed advice of Khan Dauran, Muhammad
Shah accepted Nadir's invitation. Mirza Mahdi states that the Emperor,
on the 17th Dhu'I-Qa'da (26th February), formally abdicated and that,
after removing the crown from his head, he set out for the Persian camp.1
It is curious that, while this author mentions the Emperor's abdication,
he omits to say whether Muhammad Shah formally handed his crown
over to Nadir on this or any subsequent occasion. It is obvious from what
occurred later than the Emperor did, in fact, abdicate, and that Nadir
assumed for a time the crown of India, but nothing appears to be on record
as to any official ceremony of investiture having taken place.
Muhammad Shah, on reaching the Persian lines, was received by
Nasrullah Mirza whom Nadir had sent to meet him and conduct him
to the tent of audience. When the Emperor drew near, Nadir himself
emerged, and greeted his imperial guest in the customary manner,*
much stress being laid on the fact that they were both of Turkoman origin.
Nadir then took Muhammad Shah by the hand, led him into the tent and
seated him on the throne by his side. After some conversation together
(which was conducted in Turki),3 the Shah and Emperor were served
with food. Nadir, in order to show his guest that the food had not been
poisoned, exchanged dishes at the beginning of the meal.4 The meeting
between the two monarchs passed off without the slightest hitch or un-
pleasantness ; " nothing that courtesy and friendship required was
omitted during the whole conference, which lasted a quarter of the day."5
The Emperor was then escorted back to his own camp ; it is said that
the successful outcome of the meetings between Nadir Shah, the Nizamu'l-
Mulk and the Emperor restored the peace of mind of the Indian troops,
who now had hopes of being allowed to return to their homes.
Ever since the evening after the battle, however, Nadir had kept the
Indian camp closely invested ; no one was suffered to leave, and no
1 T.N., p. 203. M. de Bussy, in his Remarquts sur FHistoire de Nader Cha, Roy de Psrse (see
the Orme MSS. in the India Office, Vol. XXIII, p. 32), says that Nadir had intended to
seat himself on the throne of India, but that the Nizamul-Mulk dissuaded him from doing
so, on the grounds that he would not be able to hold so large a country in subjection (de
Bussy daims to have obtained the above and other information relating to Isadir from
Persians who remained in India after the Shah's departure).
*	Anand Ram, foL 171 (a) says:  " When they (i.e., Mu^ainmad Shah and Na§mUah) drew
near, the Shah himself came forward, and the usual etiquette between the Ptersian and
Mughal Courts followed,"   See also Nadir's letter to Rida Quli Mirza, in A&atick Restarcfos.
Vol. X, p. 545.
•The Ni?amul-Mulk had previously informed the Emperor that he would nave to converse
with Nadir in Turki (Hardiaran Das, fol. 87 (a)}.
4 Harchaian Das, fol. 87 (b),
*	Anand Ram, foL 171 (b).

